Effect of hexachlorocyclohexane on diethylnitrosamine-induced hepatocarcinogenesis in rat and its failure to promote skin tumors on dimethylbenz[a]anthracene initiation in mouse.
The promoting action of hexachlorocyclohexane (HCH) was evaluated in female Wistar rats by counting the gamma-glutamyltranspeptidase-positive foci which appeared in the liver after diethylnitrosamine (DENA) initiation. Liver tumor promotion by HCH was further confirmed in a long-term tumorigenicity study after DENA pretreatment. It seems likely that HCH is specific for liver tumor promotion since it failed to promote dimethylbenz[a]anthracene-initiated skin tumors in mice.